
FightingFighting cancer :cancer : 
the the politicalpolitical aspects and aspects and 
perspectives in the EU. perspectives in the EU. 



EU Treaty and EU Treaty and 
Public Health issues Public Health issues 

Until Lisbon Accord, art. 152.Until Lisbon Accord, art. 152.
«« A A highhigh levellevel of of humanhuman healthhealth protection protection shallshall bebe 
ensuredensured in the in the definitiondefinition and and implementationimplementation of of 
all all CommunityCommunity policiespolicies and and activitiesactivities……obviatingobviating 
sources of danger to sources of danger to humanhuman healthhealth. . SuchSuch action action 
shallshall covercover the the fightfight againstagainst the major the major healthhealth 
scourgesscourges, by , by promotingpromoting researchresearch intointo theirtheir 
causes, causes, theirtheir transmission and transmission and theirtheir 
preventionprevention…… »»

CompetencesCompetences: EU / : EU / MemberMember States  States  
--> > dualisticdualistic nature of art.152 nature of art.152 

becausebecause of the subsidiarity issueof the subsidiarity issue



EU Treaty and EU Treaty and 
Public Health issues  Public Health issues  

Lisbon 2007 modifies art.152 as follows:Lisbon 2007 modifies art.152 as follows:
a.a. More explicit on mental healthMore explicit on mental health
b.b. Stresses crossStresses cross--border cooperation border cooperation 

between Member Statesbetween Member States
c.c. Promotes guidelines/indicators/best Promotes guidelines/indicators/best 

practice/monitoring/ evaluationpractice/monitoring/ evaluation
d.d. Accepts new point on Accepts new point on «« measures measures 

setting high standards of quality and setting high standards of quality and 
safety for medicinal products and safety for medicinal products and 
devices for medical use devices for medical use »»



Causes of Causes of deathdeath-- 
standardisedstandardised deathdeath rate, per rate, per 
100 000 ,2004 (Source: 100 000 ,2004 (Source: 
Eurostat)Eurostat)

 Cancer  Heart 
disease  

Chronic 
liver 
disease 

Diseases of 
the nervous 
system 

Diabetes 
mellitus 

EU-25  187.7 160.1 14.3 16.2 13.9 
EU-15  180.5 93.4 12.9 16.8 14.0 
Euro area 180.1 87.6 13.7 15.9 14.7 
Hungary 260.8 233.6 51.0 13.9 17.0 
Cyprus 122.9 76.9 6.0 12.7 41.6 
France 181.0 45.3 12.6 26.2 12.8 
Germany 169.8 110.1 15.5 13.6 17.0 
Greece 162.0 88.5 4.7 7.9 6.0 
United Kingdom 185.6 122.7 11.0 19.5 7.9 
 





SummarizingSummarizing the the threatthreat 
of cancer in EUof cancer in EU

Most important cause of death among Most important cause of death among 
men and women in the EU of 25   men and women in the EU of 25   

Approximately 1 000 Approximately 1 000 000000 deaths per yeardeaths per year

Need to combat the disease at       
Community level as well as 

at national level



Favourable climate Favourable climate 

Conditions are created by the Conditions are created by the coupling of coupling of 
health and economic issues : health and economic issues : 

a.a. Important for Member States Important for Member States 
b.b. Lisbon process clearly states : no healthy Lisbon process clearly states : no healthy 

economy without healthy people...economy without healthy people...
Explosion of expenses for taking care of Explosion of expenses for taking care of 
health serviceshealth services
----> All this contributed to advance the > All this contributed to advance the 
favorable atmosphere for action against favorable atmosphere for action against 
cancercancer



Cancer Cancer DeclarationDeclaration 
AuthorsAuthors: : Antonios Trakatellis, FranAntonios Trakatellis, Franççoise oise 
GrossetêteGrossetête, Karin , Karin JJöönsns, Philippe , Philippe BusquinBusquin 

and and AdamosAdamos AdamouAdamou

•• Signed by 435 MEPs, official position of the Signed by 435 MEPs, official position of the 
European Parliament European Parliament 

•• Declaration proposes a comprehensive strategy Declaration proposes a comprehensive strategy 
addressing the four basic cancer control factors:addressing the four basic cancer control factors:
1. prevention1. prevention
2. early detection 2. early detection 
3. diagnosis, treatment and follow3. diagnosis, treatment and follow--up up 
4. palliative care 4. palliative care 

•• All 4 components should be coupled with research, All 4 components should be coupled with research, 
innovation, information and best practice. innovation, information and best practice. 



Key steps to fight against Key steps to fight against 
cancercancer

Integrated Cancer CareIntegrated Cancer Care

Prevention Early 
diagnosis Treatment Supportive/

Palliative 
Care

RadiotherapyMedicinesSurgery



Tools to Tools to addressaddress thesethese 
4 components4 components

1.1. RegulationsRegulations

2.2. Directives Directives 

3.3. DecisionsDecisions ( Programmes and actions) ( Programmes and actions) 

4.4. RecommendationsRecommendations (to (to overcomeovercome 

subsidiarity issue) and subsidiarity issue) and otherother actionsactions

5.5. ResolutionsResolutions

6.6. Establishment of a European Agency for Establishment of a European Agency for 

cancer  or a special agency within ECDCcancer  or a special agency within ECDC



Resolution on CancerResolution on Cancer 
Authors: Authors: MiroslavMiroslav OuzkýOuzký, Antonios Trakatellis, , Antonios Trakatellis, GlenisGlenis WillmottWillmott, , 

GeorgsGeorgs AndrejevsAndrejevs, Caroline Lucas, , Caroline Lucas, AdamosAdamos Adamou, Liam Adamou, Liam 
AylwardAylward, Kathy , Kathy SinnottSinnott and Irena and Irena BelohorskBelohorskàà

Calls on the Commission to adopt a dynamic, flexible and Calls on the Commission to adopt a dynamic, flexible and 
continuous approach and to this extent to establish a) an continuous approach and to this extent to establish a) an 
advisory committee on cancer prevention in order to advisory committee on cancer prevention in order to 
evaluate the existing evidence and data b) a special evaluate the existing evidence and data b) a special 
advisory committee on early detection of cancer so that advisory committee on early detection of cancer so that 
future revisions of the Recommendation are incorporated future revisions of the Recommendation are incorporated 
rapidly and efficiently.rapidly and efficiently.
Calls on the Commission to set up an interinstitutional EU Calls on the Commission to set up an interinstitutional EU 
Cancer Task Force which will deal with best practice, Cancer Task Force which will deal with best practice, 
reducing occupational and environmental exposure to reducing occupational and environmental exposure to 
carcinogens and providing leadership for the fight against carcinogens and providing leadership for the fight against 
cancer in Europe.cancer in Europe.
Support for the establishment of national cancer Support for the establishment of national cancer 
registries.registries.



The The ComprehensiveComprehensive strategystrategy 
shouldshould covercover……

1.1. The description The description atat anyany moment of moment of 
the state of cancer in the EU of 27 the state of cancer in the EU of 27 
in in orderorder to direct to direct ourour actions.actions.



The The comprehensivecomprehensive 
strategystrategy shouldshould covercover……

2. 2. PreventionPrevention

RevisitRevisit and complete if necessary existing Programmes and and complete if necessary existing Programmes and 
actions, and initiate where appropriate new onesactions, and initiate where appropriate new ones
Covers the areas of :Covers the areas of :

a.a. Lifestyle : i.e. Lifestyle : i.e. smoking, nutrition, alcohol smoking, nutrition, alcohol 
consumption consumption 

b.b. Environmental Environmental factorsfactors suchsuch as as carcinogeniccarcinogenic -- mutagenicmutagenic 
agents (at home, at work and in general)agents (at home, at work and in general)

c.c. Information CampaignsInformation Campaigns
d.d. Vaccination and strategies for vaccination where Vaccination and strategies for vaccination where 

appropriate to fight cancer (coupled with appropriate appropriate to fight cancer (coupled with appropriate 
additional measures)additional measures)



The The comprehensivecomprehensive 
strategystrategy shouldshould covercover……

3. 3. EarlyEarly detectiondetection
NecessaryNecessary to use the tool of Recommendation to use the tool of Recommendation 

(Subsidiarity issue)(Subsidiarity issue)
Need to upgrade the existing Recommendation Need to upgrade the existing Recommendation 
to:                                                             to:                                                             
-- include include more types of cancer: possible addition more types of cancer: possible addition 
of skin, prostate, lung cancers and others                   of skin, prostate, lung cancers and others                   
-- introduce better techniques and tests for introduce better techniques and tests for 
detection                                                       detection                                                       
ex: DNA test for HPV, as a complement to pap ex: DNA test for HPV, as a complement to pap 
test;colonoscopy or sigmoidoscopy, for cancer of test;colonoscopy or sigmoidoscopy, for cancer of 
the large intestine, prostate antigen and other the large intestine, prostate antigen and other 
appropriate new methods. appropriate new methods. 
InnovationInnovation: simpler, easier and more accurate : simpler, easier and more accurate 
tests of detection should be devised in the tests of detection should be devised in the 
immediate future ( Great rewards for innovators)immediate future ( Great rewards for innovators)



The The comprehensivecomprehensive strategystrategy 
shouldshould covercover……
4. For the cases not 4. For the cases not preventedprevented, not , not earlyearly detecteddetected

NeedNeed better therapy, therefore: better therapy, therefore: 
-- therapy according to the best practice. For the therapy according to the best practice. For the 
economic side of this issue, political decision should economic side of this issue, political decision should 
be taken be taken 

Research, innovation + motives, coupled with Research, innovation + motives, coupled with 
simplification of authorization procedures, taking simplification of authorization procedures, taking 
into account the safety issueinto account the safety issue



Key steps to fight against Key steps to fight against 
cancercancer

Integrated Cancer CareIntegrated Cancer Care

Prevention Early 
diagnosis Treatment Supportive/

Palliative 
Care

RadiotherapyMedicinesSurgery

Chemotherapies Hormone therapies Immunotherapies Targeted therapies

1940’s 21 st century



Innovative Cancer Drugs Innovative Cancer Drugs 
and Survivaland Survival

44% of their observed improvement in the 244% of their observed improvement in the 2--year year 
cancer survival rate 1992cancer survival rate 1992--2000 at 50 USA cancer 2000 at 50 USA cancer 
centres could be attributed to the use of newer centres could be attributed to the use of newer 
anticancer drugs.anticancer drugs.
1414--19% of their inter19% of their inter--country differences in 5country differences in 5--year year 
cancer survival rate across 5 major EU countries is cancer survival rate across 5 major EU countries is 
due to differences in the uptake of newer (post due to differences in the uptake of newer (post 
1985) drugs in each country.1985) drugs in each country.
30% of the decline in cancer mortality rates seen in 30% of the decline in cancer mortality rates seen in 
20 countries (including US and EU) during the 20 countries (including US and EU) during the 
period 1995period 1995--2003 could be accounted for by the 2003 could be accounted for by the 
use of newer drugs. use of newer drugs. 

Source: The Karolinska institute & SSE Royal Report 2006Source: The Karolinska institute & SSE Royal Report 2006



Balance between burden of Balance between burden of 
cancer and expenditure cancer and expenditure 
weight for anticancer drugsweight for anticancer drugs

Cancer is responsible for:
27% of total deaths

38% of premature deaths
(before 65 years)

Cancer counts in total Social 
Security expenses for:

Total care= 11%
Antineoplastic drugs= 0,8%

Antineoplastic innovative
drugs= 0,45%

InnovativeInnovative therapiestherapies maymay bebe costlycostly, , whichwhich isis a real a real problemproblem thatthat has to has to 
bebe solvedsolved withwith the the appropriateappropriate politicalpolitical decisionsdecisions



Palliative carePalliative care

Should be left to the competence of Should be left to the competence of 
Member states, for the time beingMember states, for the time being

We should act at EU level only if and We should act at EU level only if and 
when appropriate when appropriate 



OverallOverall……

……the coordination and application of a the coordination and application of a 
strategy according to the 4 strategy according to the 4 
components we analyzed, will bring components we analyzed, will bring 
great economic advantages to the great economic advantages to the 
Member States : less deaths, less lost Member States : less deaths, less lost 
hours of work, longer survival with hours of work, longer survival with 
quality of lifequality of life



Achieving only 10% of what was Achieving only 10% of what was 
outlined before will save 100.000 lives outlined before will save 100.000 lives 
per year in the EU.per year in the EU.
If actions are taken, in the near future If actions are taken, in the near future 
cancer will no longer be the 1st cause cancer will no longer be the 1st cause 
of death in the EU  of death in the EU  
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